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Dear Church, 

I like reading devotionals and reflections, and recently one of them had some advice from Rev. Dr. Brian 
McLaren that caught my attention. This was the advice: 

Lifelong Learning: Do not think the knowledge you presently possess is changeless, complete, and 
absolute truth…. Be open to the Holy Spirit and practice childlike humility… 

There are some people who claim to know everything concretely. But even the Apostle Paul understood 
that he didn’t know all that there was to know. In 1 Cor 13:12b, he says, “Now I know only in part, then I 
will know fully, even as I have been fully known.” That’s Paul’s way of saying that when his life is complete, 
and he sees God face to face in the Kingdom of Heaven, he will finally know all there is to know, but until 
then, his knowledge is incomplete.  

I find that when people are arrogant about their beliefs, they become judgmental, and sometimes mean. 
But our faith, all rooted in the salvific grace of Jesus, should not be arrogant or judgmental. If we believe 
that Jesus gave us the power of the Holy Spirit, then we should be open to God’s guidance in the most 
powerful, profound and unorthodox ways.  

If you were here on Christmas Eve, you heard me talk about St. Francis, and his love for nature and his 
decorating the trees with lights to show God’s love. St. Francis had a constant, childlike “wonder” as he 
experienced God and God’s love. He was open to the Holy Spirit, he didn’t focus on absolute truths, but he 
worshipped God in a deeply spiritual and experiential way. I think St. Francis would have loved the advice 
from Brian McLaren above.  

So while we live in a world that is full of people claiming concrete truths, let us hold on to the Truth of 
Jesus, but otherwise be open to the works of the Holy Spirit all around us. Let us feel the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives and worship God with a childlike wonder. Let us be guided by God’s presence and be 
filled with God’s joy. There’s a lot of heaviness in this world, but there’s also wonder. And God wants us to 
find Him in that wonder. 

In Christ’s abundant love, 

Pastor Elizabeth 



Church Events 

 Worship ► Sundays at 9am & 10:45am  

 Sunday School ► 9am  

 Bible Study ► Tues. at 12pm Facebook Live  

 Nursery ► Open and staffed on Sundays  

 Youth Group ► 1st Friday at Zion, 3rd Friday 

at Nativity, 7-10pm *except February due to 

WAY retreat 

 Food Pantry ► Every Tuesday 10am-12pm 

 AA ► Sat. at 10am & 1pm, Thurs. at 5:30pm  

 Bell Choir Practice ► Wed @6:30pm 

 Chancel Choir Practice ►  Wed @7:30pm 

 January 5 ► Youth Group ice skating, 7pm 

 January 6 ► Epiphany 

 January 8 ► New Member Dinner, 6pm 

 January 9 ► Consistory, 7pm 

 January 10 ► Exercise with Dawn, 5:30pm 

 January 19 ► Youth Group at Nativity, 7pm 

 January 21 ► New Member Sunday! 

 January 22 ► Trustees, 6pm 

 January 24 ► Exercise with Dawn, 5:30pm 

 January 27 ► Community Dinner, 5pm 

 February 9-11 ► WAY Youth Retreat 

 February 13 ► Consistory, 7pm 

 February 14 ► Ash Wednesday Worship, 7pm 

 February 17 ► Women’s Fellowship 

 February 19 ► Trustee’s Meeting 

 February 20 ► Lenten Bible Study, 6pm 

 February 24 ► Community Dinner, 5pm  

 February 27 ► Lenten Bible Study, 6pm 

 February 28 ► Exercise with Dawn 5:30pm 

 March 1 ► Youth Group, 7pm @Zion 

Save the Date:  

Annual Meeting, March 10 

Worship at 10:30am 

Consistory Meeting Minutes 

www.zionuccton.com/meeting-minutes 

Sunday School Forms 

Parents, take a moment to fill out this Sunday 
School form if you haven’t already.  

www.zionuccton.com/sunday-school/ 

Wedding Forms 

Have an upcoming wedding to schedule?  

www.zionuccton.com/weddings/ 

Rental Forms 

Need to rent Kuck Hall or a classroom? The 
Rental form is available online: 

www.zionuccton.com/rental-agreement/ 

Funeral Planning Forms 

Have you taken time to fill out your Funeral 
Planning form? You can do so at any time on 

our website.  

www.zionuccton.com/funeral-plans/ 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY! 
January 21, 2024 

We’re ready to welcome New Members to 
our Church! Join us as we welcome the fol-

lowing new members of Zion UCC: 
 

Angie & Marty Staniszewski 
Rodney Beyer 
Karen Putnam 

Madi Feng 
Jim & Cheryl Logan 

Linda Clark 
Carol & Dennis Kieffer 

Ellen Hughes 
Marcel & Mary Ross 

If you or someone you know would like to officially 
join the church, reach out to Pastor Elizabeth. 

There is still time to join on the 21st! 

Please Note:  
Char Burchfield has a new address! 

746 Hazel St. 
Livermore, CA 94550 

https://www.zionuccton.com/meeting-minutes/
https://www.zionuccton.com/sunday-school/
https://www.zionuccton.com/weddings/
https://www.zionuccton.com/rental-agreement/
https://www.zionuccton.com/funeral-plans/


Kalee’s Announcements 

Photos from AnnMarie and Kalee’s Baking Class 



Youth Group Ice Skating 

Winter WAY Retreat Registration is up! Grades 7-12. Join us this February 9-11!  
(Please note: there is no regular scheduled Youth Group in February because of the retreat.) 

Register online: www.zionuccton.com/WAY  

NEW JR WAY! 

Exciting news! We're starting a Jr. WAY for the younger kids!  

All Western Area kids are welcome to attend our Jr. WAY 

Carnival Day at Ebenezer United Church of Christ on March 

9 from 9:30-11:30am.  Sign up online at 

www.zionuccton.com/jrway 

https://www.zionuccton.com/WAY
http://www.zionuccton.com/jrway?fbclid=IwAR0DL3gB-0fD2VhsZLqLkkaO33o4purv-p-m1oVeOOotXXYIdfcqeMlEXRo


Prepare for Easter during the Season of Lent 

Ash Wednesday  
Worship, Feb. 14. 

Join us as we begin the 
Season of Lent with the 
reminder, “From dust 

we have come, to dust 
we shall return.” 

7pm. 

Lenten Bible Study 
Tuesdays 

February 20-March 19 
Join us in the  

Overflow Room 
Bring your own Bible or 

use one from church.  
6pm. 

Maundy Thursday 
Worship 
March 28 

Join with us for this 
deeply spiritual worship 

service as we walk 
through the last supper.  

7pm. 

Good Friday 
March 29 

Come to the church to 
walk the Labyrinth and 

the Stations of the Cross 
on this solemn  
Good Friday.  

8:30am-12pm. 

Save the Date: 
 

Annual Meeting of Zion UCC 

Approval of Officers &  

 Annual Budget 

Date: March 10th  

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Meeting 

12:30pm Lunch 
 

The Budget and list of Officers will be 
available two weeks prior to the 

meeting.  

Envelopes are available for 

pick up in Kuck Hall. 

 

If you use envelopes for your 

giving, pick up your envelopes 

next time you’re in church. If 

you do not have envelopes, 

but would like them, you can 

sign out a box in Kuck Hall.  

Thank you! 

We have been asked to par-
ticipated in a “Lights in the 
Darkness” event on Feb 6 
from 7-8pm. It includes 

standing on the streets of 
Elmwood Ave for the hour 

(with other churches) holding 
lights and signs that say 
“Jesus is the light of the 

world.” If you are interested 
in doing this, please contact 
Pastor Elizabeth. Thank you! 



From the Center for Racial Justice 

 Book Discussion 

The Love Songs of W.E.B. Du Bois 

by  

by Honoree Fanonne Jeffers  

THURSDAYS 

January 25, February 1, 15, 22, 29 

6:30-8pm EST 

via Zoom 

 
The NAACP Image Award-winning poet makes her fiction debut with this 

magisterial epic that chronicles the journey of one American family, 
from the centuries of the colonial slave trade through the Civil War to 

our own tumultuous era. Please read Songs I - III (pgs. 1-186) prior to the 
first session. This discussion will be facilitated by Ms. Courtney Williams, 
MA, MPH, and doctoral fellow in the Department of Sociology at Louisi-
ana State University, Dr. Mary Frances Stuck, professor emerita in Soci-
ology at SUNY Oswego, and Rev. Gary Smith, director of the Center for 
Racial Justice and Racial Justice Consultant for the UCC-NY Conference. 

To register, use the following link:  
https://form.jotform.com/222844649839169.  

This photo was recently donated to 

us from the family of  

Ronald Hewitt.  

It was originally in Friedens UCC 

prior to it’s closing. 

https://form.jotform.com/222844649839169






These cards will be in the pews soon! 

Think about how you can give of 

your time, talent, and tithes in this 

new year! 


