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Dear Church, 
 

I don’t know about you, but I love summer. I love the longer days. I love the kids running around playing. I love the break from 
school so kids can just be kids. I love letting the sun shine down on my face. I love worshipping outside. I love watching cars 
stop to listen on the street mid-sermon during outdoor worship. I love hiking and exploring in the summer. I love the camps 
and the mission trips and the activity that becomes possible during school break. I love watching the most amazing athletes 
compete in the summer Olympics. And I get a little sad when August hits because it means summer is only with us for another 
month, but when that sadness kicks in, I remind myself to be in the present. To enjoy right now. And I think it was Simone 
Biles who recently said that she wishes people would stop asking Olympic athletes, “What’s next?” Because they need time to 
enjoy the moment they’re in—the moment they’ve dreamed of.   
 

Sometimes we need to remember to enjoy the “right now”. Instead of rushing past something, we need to pause and enjoy 
the moments of joy. During outdoor worship a couple weeks ago, we had multiple people in awe of a butterfly flying around 
during the service. I didn’t see the butterfly (other than videos and pictures) but I love that the butterfly was able to capture 
people’s attention and give them a moment of awe right in the middle of worship, because that’s part of experiencing the 
glory of God. God wants to capture our attention and leave us in awe. God wants to capture our attention and make us pause 
and live in the moment. God wants us to pause.  
 

So I hope you can take time to pause this summer. I hope you can take a moment to let in the glory of God. Because it’s in 
those moments of pause - those moments of awe - when we can feel the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  
 

And as we think about these moments, I want to share a couple additional things with you: 
1. We sent a total of 58 people to Detroit for the 2024 WAY mission trip, 18 from Zion. I’ll put pictures throughout this short 

edition of the Zionite for you to see them at work. They worked with a group called LifeBuilders Detroit, and a food pantry 
sorting location called Forgotten Harvest. They worked hard and they were a blessing to the community! 

2. Plymouth Crossroads found a new home, with over an acre of land, so we were able to purchase a new riding lawn mower 
for them (with the help of our church members). Please continue to pray for them at Plymouth Crossroads, they are the 
home for homeless teen boys started by the United Church Home Society. 

3. We had our listening workshop this past Sunday after church. It was a great way to get to know people on a deeper level. 
AnnMarie Hartmans said, “Dirck and I truly enjoyed the listening exercise last Sunday. I would recommend it to anyone in 
the church who would like to learn about members and themselves, we even made new friends! Very good for new 
members in particular.” We will hold another listening event in the winter, and we hope even more people will attend! 

 

In Christ, 
Pastor Elizabeth  



Church Events 

 Summer Worship ► Starting June 23, Sundays 

at 9:30am, One Service 

 Sunday School ► Summers at 9:30am 

 Bible Study ► Tues. at 12pm Facebook Live 

(not on weeks pastors is away in the summer) 

 Nursery ► Staffed Sundays during the 1st 

service 

 Youth Group ► 1st & 3rd Fridays 6-9pm, Sep-

June 

 Food Pantry ► Every Tuesday 10am-12pm 

 AA ► Sat. at 10am & 1pm, Thurs. at 5:30pm  

 Girl Scouts ► Thursdays at 6:30pm 

 Bell Choir Practice ► Wed @6:30pm, Sep-June 

 Chancel Choir Practice ► Wed @7:30pm, Sep-

June 

 August 4 ► Baptisms of Kennedy & Wesley All 

 August 4 ► Listening Workshop & Lunch 

 August 11 ► Baptism of Zoey Cote 

 August 13 ► Consistory, 7pm 

 August 14 ► Exercise with Dawn 

 August 17 ► Women’s Fellowship 

 August 17 ► Men’s Fellowship 9am @Blvd 

Family Restaurant 

 August 18 ► Jr. Way Day at Dunkirk 

 Sign up www.zionuccton.com/JRWAY 

 August 19-23 ► Vacation Bible School 

 Kids ages 4-12. Register online: 

 www.zionuccton.com/VBS 

 August 19 ► Trustees, 6pm 

 August 24 ► Narcan Training, 9-11am 

 August 25 ► Guest Preaching, Pastor 

Elizabeth’s Mom! Rev. Dr. Katherine Adams 

 August 28 ► Exercise with Dawn  

For more events: ww.zionuccton.com/events 

HEALTH MINISTRY UPDATES 

 
 Saturday August 24 Narcan Training, Erie 

County Health Department, 9-11 am 
 Saturday September Heart Health, TBD,  

Dr. Andre K speaking 

 Saturday October 12 CPR Certification, 3pm-

5 pm, $45.00 (Cash only please) *certified trainer* 

- certification is good for 2 years 
 November Emergency Preparedness, TBD 

 December- no classes  

 Saturday January 11, 9-11am, Medicare Infor-

mation Class 

 Saturday February 8, 9-11:30am,   Dealing w/ 

Grief and Loneliness     

 Saturday March 8, 10-11am, Mental Health 

Class by the Mental Health Advocates  
 Saturday April TBD Nutrition Class 

 Saturday May TBD Active Shooter Work-

shop  (Town of Tonawanda Police Department) 

 

BOOK STUDY! 

 

Join Barb Miller for a 

new Book Study, starting 

September 16 and con-

tinuing for 5 Sessions.  

 
Book: "Everybody Always: Be-
coming Love in a World Full of 
Setbacks and Difficult People"  

by Bob Goff.  
The book we will use is a 

study guide and is  
available from  

Christianbook.com.  
 

ZION EXERCISE BUDDIES WITH DAWN! 
Chair yoga exercises for Seniors. Chair stretches for 

pain relief, relaxation, and flexibility. Chair yoga 

poses for home practice. 

All Are Welcome! 

 

Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30pm 

 

August 14 & 28 

September 11 & 25 

October 9 & 23 



Passing of Dodie Johansen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dodie Johansen (seen in the picture above with 
her sons, Kirk and Kyle), returned home to the 
Lord on Monday, August 5th. Dodie was 92 years 
old. She was ready to return to the Kingdom of 
Heaven to be reunited with her husband after 
many years apart. Even though Dodie was not 
able to worship with us in person much the last two 
years, she always joined us online and even had 
her aids watching church with her the last two 
months. She truly loved being a part of this church 
community.  
 
Dodie was part of the “Coffee Hour Crew” for many 
years, and the friendships she developed from her 
time serving her church became some of her clos-
est friendships. She loved getting to know the 
young people in church, and she loved watching 
them go to camp and on mission trips. Dodie will 
truly be missed until we see her again in the King-
dom of Heaven.  

Her funeral will be Thursday, August 15, at 6pm, 
here at Zion UCC. 

Painting Volunteers Needed! 
 

Eugene Robinson is closing on a new house in 
Gasport, NY, and he’s wondering if there are 

any volunteers who would like to help him paint 
(the previous owner smoked, so the whole inside 

needs repainting).  
 

If you are interested in lending Eugene a hand, 
he’s planning to begin painting at 10am on  

August 20th. Please reach 
out to Eugene if you can help.  

 
Thank you!  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bell Choir Ringers Needed! 
 

Bell Choir is looking for people who would be 
interested in playing bells. 

 
Practices are every Wednesday 6:30-7:30. 

We play in church at the second service every 
3rd Sunday from September-June. 

We are looking for 1 full time ringer and  
substitutes who could come in and  

practice/play if needed. 
“If you can count, you can play!” 

Come make a difference! We need your help! 
Contact Gail Sweeney at 716-983-4251 

Canal View Ministry Volunteers Needed! 

We are looking for 4-5 volunteers to help start a 

new ministry at Canal View, a mental health 

home. We will be feeding them once a month 

(dinner or ice cream) and building relationships. 

Please let Pastor Elizabeth know if you’re       

interested!  

It’s an easy way to make a difference in the lives 

of those who need love and compassion.  



https://bit.ly/3AdEOBj 

Sign up here to volunteer 
for our next community 

dinner! 








