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Dear Church, 

Today I was thinking about the second greatest commandment, “To love your neighbor as you love yourself.” And 
then, I opened the lectionary readings for Sunday, and voila! Guess what verse is in Sunday’s lectionary? I’ll include 
a couple of the verses for you: When asked what is the greatest commandment, Jesus answered, “The first is ‘Hear, 
O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There are no other commandments greater than these.” (Mark 12:29-31) 

One thing that all Christians should agree on, is that everything we do should be rooted in these verses. After all, 
they are what Jesus calls “the greatest commandments.” And I’ve seen some yard signs that I love. They say: “Love 
your neighbor who doesn’t look like you, think like you, love like you, speak like you, pray like you, vote like you. 
Love your neighbor.” I’m not one for yard signs, but if I ever get one, that will be it. 

And with an election coming, you know that I will never tell you how I think anyone should vote, but I will remind us 
all to love our neighbors, even those who don’t vote like us. We have members of this church from all over the 
political spectrum, and I’m going to love each and every member just the same, regardless of how they vote. Why? 
Because as your pastor, and more importantly, as a follower of Jesus, it’s what I’m called to do.  

Last year I was a part of a clergy discussion called, “Resetting the Table.” The idea of resetting the table is to get 
people from different religious traditions and different sides of the political spectrum to have civil discussions with 
one another and to come to understand one another. Since then, a small group has worked together to write a 
letter, which you can find here. The letter is titled, “Statement Against Political Violence.”  

From the letter, and the signatures, you can tell that the local religious leaders are committed to creating 
communities that are rooted in love. None of us want to see division. Our primary purpose should be to “Love the 
Lord” and secondary purpose should be to “Love our neighbor.” This means there is no room for idolatry, and no 
room for hate. So this Sunday, before the election, and next Sunday, after the election, and every Sunday after that, 
come worship with us, and know, that no matter what happens, and no matter where you stand politically, I love 
you, and Jesus does too.  

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Elizabeth  

 

https://www.zionuccton.com/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Statement-Against-Political-Violence.pdf


Church Events 

 Sunday Services ► 9am Contemporary and 

10:45am Traditional  

 Sunday School ► Sundays at 9am  

 Bible Study ► Tues. at 12pm Facebook Live  

 Nursery ► Sundays during the 1st service 

 Youth Group ► 1st & 3rd Fridays 6-9pm 

 Food Pantry ► Every Tuesday 10am-12pm 

 AA ► Sat. at 10am & 1pm, Thurs. at 5:30pm  

 Girl Scouts ► Thursdays at 6:30pm 

 Bell Choir Practice ► Wed @6:30pm 

 Chancel Choir Practice ► Wed @7:30pm 

 Drive Thru Dinners ► Last Sat. of the Month 

 November is Stewardship Month! 

 Nov 1  ► Youth Group @ Zion, 6-9pm 

 Nov 3 ► All Saints’ Worship 

Remember the Saints who have gone before us.  

 Nov 3 ► Blood Pressure Checks at 10:30am 

 Nov 7 ► Rummage Sale Movers, 6:30-9:30pm 

 Nov 8 ► Rummage Sale Sorters, 9am-4pm 

 Nov 9 ► Rummage Sale at Zion! 9am-1pm 

 Nov 12 ► Consistory, 7pm 

 Nov 13 ► Exercise with Dawn at 5:30pm 

 Nov 15 ► Youth Group @Nativity, 6-9pm 

 Nov 16 ► Emergency Preparedness, 11am 

 Nov 16 ► 9am Men’s Fellowship @Family Tree 

 Nov 17 ► Stewardship Sunday 

 Nov 18 ► Trustees Meeting, 6pm 

 Nov 30 ► Thanksgiving Meal Community Dinner, 

5pm 

 Nov 30 ► 3-5pm Set up for Christmas! 

 Dec 1 ► Advent Begins! 

 

For more events, go to:  

zionuccton.com/events 

HEALTH MINISTRY UPDATES 
 November 16, Emergency Preparedness, 

11am 

 December- no classes  

 Saturday January 11, 9-11am, Medicare 

Information Class 

 Saturday February 8, 9-11:30am,   Deal-

ing w/ Grief and Loneliness     

 Saturday March 8, 10-11am, Mental 

Health Class by the Mental Health Advocates  
 Saturday April TBD Nutrition Class 

 Saturday May TBD Active Shooter Work-

shop  (Town of Tonawanda Police Department) 

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE 

Saturday, November 9th 

9am-1pm 
Bring your friends and neighbors to this 

fundraising event! 

We have goods of all sorts! 

 

 



Olive Jo Rentschler joined us on  
October 18, 2024  

Congratulations to parents,  
Paige & Timothy Rentschler  

and big sister, Winnie! 

November Community Dinner 
November 30, 5pm 





It’s Stewardship Month!  These cards will be available in the Sanctuary all month. Please fill one out and place it 
in the offering plate. We will collect these cards all month and see all the ways our members serve the church.  

If you are not already serving in some way, please consider a way you can.  
If everyone helps out in one way, we will have an abundance of volunteers! 

https://www.zionuccton.com/jrway/


PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 

Take a moment to add your business or 

hobby to our professional directory.   

You can also add businesses of family 

members!  

We like to support the work of our 

members, and with this professional  

directory, we’ll be able to do this.  

We will print the first edition this        

December, and we’ll print updated ones 

as needed.  

To add your business/work/hobby, go to 

our website and select “Professional  

Directory” under “Events”. 

https://www.zionuccton.com/flowers/
https://www.zionuccton.com/professional-directory/
https://www.zionuccton.com/professional-directory/


Setting Up for Christmas 

Can you help us set up for Christmas? If so, come join us on Saturday, November 30th starting at 

3pm. We will have volunteers taking care of the community dinner, and other volunteers can help 

decorate! It will be a wonderful day to volunteer! 

Christmas Poinsettia Orders 

It’s time to start ordering Christmas Poinsettias. If you would like to order a plant in honor or in 

memory of a loved one, you can do so starting this week. Please place all orders by December 1.  

Orders can be place in the Sanctuary box or online at www.zionuccton.com/flowers 

Breakfast with Santa 

The Youth Group is holding their annual Breakfast with Santa Fundraiser on Saturday, December 14. 

For $5 per person, you can bring your kids/grandkids/neighbors, and enjoy a pancake breakfast and 

then take photos with Santa.  

Ministry at Canal View 

We are planning a new ministry with Canal View. On December 19th, members of the church will 

go to Canal View (a mental health home) to decorate cookies with the residents. None of the resi-

dents are dangerous, and if you would like to join us, please reach out to Pastor Elizabeth. 

Also, there is a job opening at Canal View, if anyone is interested, click here for the application.  

Blue Christmas Service 

We will hold a KenTon Blue Christmas Service at Church of the Nativity again this year on December 

16. If  you are missing a loved one, this is a beautiful service to attend.  

Christmas Eve Services 

This year we will have only one evening Christmas Eve Service at 5pm. We are considering also 

holding a Lessons and Carols service on Christmas Eve at 10am. (We did that last year since Christ-

mas Eve was on a Sunday, and it was beautiful!) Christmas Eve is a wonderful time to invite new 

people to Church! 

Christmas Caroling 

We hope to go Christmas Caroling around the neighborhood this year, and if anyone comes outside, 

we’ll give them an invitation to Christmas Eve worship. We will select a date in December.  

https://www.zionuccton.com/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/CV-SRC-Oct-2024-Job-Posting.pdf






Note: There will no longer be a filming on November 6th, because we used last year’s Christmas Eve Service and the previously 

made commercial to create a new commercial which can be found here: https://youtu.be/s_gA6SV-nto?si=EgdLqEwYxgLd4qed 

https://youtu.be/s_gA6SV-nto?si=EgdLqEwYxgLd4qed

