
Pastor’s Letter:

Happy February Church,

I just read this quote by Bishop Gene Robinson: “It’s funny
isn’t it? That you can preach a judgmental and vengeful
and angry God and nobody will mind. But you start
preaching a God that is too accepting, too loving, too
forgiving, too merciful, too kind... and you are in trouble.”

And while this quote might not be applicable to our
church (I sure hope it’s not!), it is applicable to many
Christians today. There are Christians who seem to think
that Jesus is exactly what Jesus preached against. 

Pharisees were judgmental, Jesus welcomed the sinner. 
The religious elite condemned, Jesus saved. 
The leaders were selfish and vengeful, Jesus was sacrificial
and loving.

John, one of Jesus’ disciples, wrote in his letter, 1 John 4:7-
8, 18-20, “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is
from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love... There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever
fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because
he first loved us. Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God
whom they have not seen.”

It’s sad (genuinely heartbreaking) that there are Christians
today who are judgmental and cruel, because they act
more like the Pharisees than they do like Jesus, and they
scare people away from God.

And then there are churches and Christians like Zion and all
of you lovely people. We know that God loves not just us,
but God loves the people we like, the people we don’t like,
and the people we don’t even know. God loves all of God’s
children. 

I love that old saying, “You catch more flies with honey than
with vinegar.” And it goes with spreading our faith. Spewing
words of hurt and words of judgment scares people away
from Christ. But loving, forgiving, and being merciful, not
only leads people to Christ, but it draws us closer to Christ in
the process as we become more like Him. 

A little while ago, I was on Instagram and someone shared a
video of a judgmental preacher who was freaking out
because he saw a “boy with fingernail polish.” He was so
angry about it that he said he wanted to “break the boy’s
fingers.” (Scary, I know.) I commented on the video, “I’m a
pastor, and when my son was little, he always wanted his
nails painted when I did his sister’s. So I did, and he was
happy. The end.” My comment gained a lot attention (in a
good way). This reminds me that it’s important to share to
the world that there are Christians, and pastors, and
churches that aren’t judgmental and hateful. There are
Christians, and pastors, and churches, who are trying to
follow Jesus, through love, kindness, and mercy. Let’s be like
Jesus, this month and every month. Let’s love, let’s forgive,
and let’s be kind.
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LECTOR SIGN UP DINNER VOLUNTER SIGN UP

Church Events
· Sunday Services ► 9am & 10:45
· Sunday School ► Sundays at 9am
· Bible Study ► Tues. at 12pm Facebook Live
· Nursery ► Sundays during the 1st service
· Youth Group ► 1st &3rd Fridays 6-9pm
· Food Pantry ► Every Tuesday10am-12pm
· AA ► Sat. at 10am & 1pm, Thurs. at 5:30pm
· Girl Scouts ► Thursdays at 6:30pm
· Bell Choir Practice► Wed @6:30pm
· Chancel Choir Practice► Wed @7:30pm
· Feb 9 ►Baptism of Emmersyn Walker, 10:45am
· Feb 11 ► Consistory, 7pm 
· Feb 12 ► Exercise with Dawn, 5:30pm
· Feb 15 ► Men’s Fellowship at Family Tree, 9am
· Feb 15 ► Women’s Fellowship at 11am
· Feb 16 ►Baptism of Frankie Pike, 9am
· Feb 16 ►Pastoral Care Team Lunch, 12pm
· Feb 17 ► Trustees, 6pm
· Feb 21 ► Youth Group @ Nativity 
· Feb 22 ► February Community Dinner, 5pm
· Feb 26 ► Exercise with Dawn, 5:30pm
· Feb 24 ► “Love Does” Study, 7pm
· Feb 26 ► Exercise with Dawn, 5:30pm
· Mar 2 ►Blood Pressure Checks
· Mar 3 ► “Love Does” Study, 7pm
· Mar 4 ► Basket Assembly, 2pm
· Mar 5 ► Ash Wednesday Worship, 7pm
· Mar 9 ►Daylight Savings
· Mar 10 ► Mental Health Class by MHA
· Mar 11 ► Consistory, 7pm
· Mar 12 ► Exercise with Dawn, 5:30pm
· Mar 13 ► Lenten Bible Study, 7pm
· Mar 15 ► Basket Raffle! 12-3pm

 www.zionuccton.com/events
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PASTORAL CARE LUNCHEON
FEBRUARY 16 AT NOON

SIGN UP SHEET ON THE BULLETIN BOARD

Would you be interested in making phone
calls to check in on church members at
home? Or would you be interested in
visiting people in nursing homes?

Each person on the Pastoral Care Team will
be assigned a member to check in on. This
way they can build a relationship with that
member and support them. If you are
interested, join us for a Pastoral Care Team
Luncheon on Sunday, February 16 at noon
(following worship). We would love to have
a large team, so stay for lunch and hear
what it means to be on the Pastoral Care
Team. 

Consider joining our pastoral care team!



Food Pantry                                          Community Dinner

Our food pantry is open every Tuesday from
10am to 12pm. Thank you to all of our supporters
who donate items and money to the food
pantry. With over a dozen guests each week, we
are able to help supply food to those who are in
financial need. 

Every Month we are blessed to offer a free, drive-
thru dinner to the community. 
To pick up a meal, arrive at 5pm. Food runners
will bring the food to you. 
To volunteer, scan the QR code on the previous
page or click the link: https://bit.ly/4gxG7KS

Basket Raffle

We’re having our Annual Basket Raffle!
To volunteer, sign up here:
https://bit.ly/basket2025

And spread the word! 
Date: March 15, 2025
Time: 12-3pm
https://www.facebook.com/share/1A25r
WBJyv/

Love Does Book Study!

Just imagine what God could do with
a whole group of people who were
passionate about Jesus' love and eager
to put it into creative practice. 

Jump into “Love Does” and find out! 
Dates: Mondays January 27, February
3, February 24, and March 3 
Time: 7 to 8:30pm. 
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Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Jr. WAY: Ages 4 to Grade 6
WAY: Grades 7-12

Sr. WAY: Ages 18-35

If you know someone in one of these age groups, help them get connected today!

BOWLING FOR KIDS ESCAPING DRUGS

Sign up for this fundraiser for Kids Escaping Drugs!
Western Area Youth is putting together a group of teams of kids and

adults for this great fundraiser. All ages welcome!
Cost: $25

Registration: www.zionuccton.com/Bowling
Register by March 19th
Date: Sunday, April 6th

Time: 11am-1pm 
(during our second service, sorry, we didn’t choose the time...)
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