
Pastor’s Letter:

Hello Church,

What a truly blessed Holy Week we had here at Zion UCC!
From a beautiful Maundy Thursday service (this might be
one of my favorite services all year), to a contemplative
Good Friday, to a joy-filled Holy Saturday with kids from all
around the neighborhood, to a truly blessed Easter
Sunday, it all served as a testimony that God is at work in
this place!

In addition to a blessed Holy Week, we recently celebrated
5 of our church members who were recognized at the
Network of Religious Communities Annual Appreciation
Dinner. Barb & Ed Miller, Elena Camp, Debby Williams, and
Adam Korte (his dad, Peter, stood in for him because he
had a concert that evening) were all celebrated for their
dedication and service to the church. Well done!

I regularly find myself thankful for all of our dedicated
church members. All of you (if you’re reading this, I know
you’re included in this!) take time to worship on Sunday,
and then volunteer on top of your regular work schedule.
The reason this church keeps growing and thriving is
because of the people (you!) who come together every week
to act on behalf of the church as the hands, feet, eyes, ears,
nose, fingers and toes of Christ! (Read 1 Cor 12 below to
understand what this means.) 

I looked back at our attendance records, and I had to go
back to the early 90s to find an Easter Service
attendance as high as ours was this Easter. Why?
Because God is at work in this place! And God being at work
in this place means that God is at work in YOU. Because all
of us make up the body of Christ. 

So keep up the good work, Church! Whatever God has
called you to do, keep doing it!

 “For the body is not one member, but many.
If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of
the body; is it therefore not of the body?
And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not
of the body; is it therefore not of the body?
If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If
the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?
But now hath God set the members every one of them in
the body, as it hath pleased him.” (1 Cor 12:14-18)
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Church Events
· Sunday Services ► 9am & 10:45
· Sunday School ► Sundays at 9am
· Bible Study ► Tues. at 12pm Facebook Live
· Nursery► Sundays during the 1st service
· Youth Group ► 1st &3rd Fridays 6-9pm
· Food Pantry ► Every Tuesday10am-12pm
· AA ► Sat. at 10am & 1pm, Thurs. at 5:30pm
· Girl Scouts ► Thursdays at 6:30pm
· Bell Choir Practice► Wed @6:30pm
· Chancel Choir Practice ► Wed @7:30pm
· May 2 ► Youth Group at Zion, 6-9pm
· May 3 ► Babysitting Training, 10am-2:30pm 
· May 4 ► Blood Pressure Checks, 10:30am
· May 10 ► Active Shooter Workshop, 10am 
· May 11 ► Mother’s Day, join Mom at Church!
· May 13 ► Consistory, 7pm
· May 14 ► Exercise with Dawn, 5:30pm
· May 16 ► Youth Group at Nativity, 6-9pm
· May 17 ► Men’s Fellowship, 9am @Family Tree
· May 17 ► Women’s Fellowship, 11am
· May 19 ► Trustee’s Meeting, 6pm
· May 28 ► Exercise with Dawn, 5:30pm
· May 31 ► Drive Thru Community Dinner
· June 1 ► Blood Pressure Checks, 10:30am
· June 6 ► Youth Group at Zion, 6-9pm
· June 8 ►Confirmation and Pentecost, 
                 One Service at 10am 
· June 15 ►Children’s Program and Father’s     
                  Day, One Service at 10am
· June 20 ► Youth Group at Nativity, 6-9pm
· June 21 ► STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL!!
· June 22 ►Summer Worship Begins! 9:30am
· June 26 ► Exercise with dawn, 5:30pm
· June 28► Drive Thru Community Dinner

www.zionuccton.com/events
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Zion UCC is sponsoring the
Buffalo Peacemakers. Volunteers

are welcome to help!

Active Shooter Training

Thanks to the Health Ministry Team,
we are holding an active shooter

training specifically for us here at
Zion UCC. 

The Tonawanda police will be
working with us on 

Saturday, May 10 at 10am. 
Please join us if you’re interested!
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We want to send all of our church kids to camp!
Send your kid to any one of the 4 camps in the red

squares (divided by age groups), and if it's their first
time camping, the church will pay the full tuition! If

it's the second+ time, the church will pay $100
towards the tuition. (There are also scholarships
available for kids going on their 2+ year that need

additional funding.)

After you register for camp, forward the email
confirmation to us at dunkirk@zionuccton.com

Let's help all of our church kids have a great summer!

Remembering Virginia “Ruth” Sellon

Our beloved Ruth Sellon
passed away on Monday, 
April 28 at 98 years old.

Until earlier this month, 
Ruth was with us in worship 

on Sunday mornings, with her
beloved daughter, Barb, and 

her church friends by her side. 

Ruth has now returned home to the Lord, where she is
reunited with her beloved family members and friends

who have gone before her. 
We will hold a private service for Ruth by invitation. 
Please hold Barb, Ruth’s daughter, in your prayers.



Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Jr. WAY: Ages 4 to Grade 6
WAY: Grades 7-12

Sr. WAY: Ages 18-35

If you know someone in one of these age groups, help them get connected today! 4

Children & Youth

Postpon
ed

Congrats
Mandy!

https://www.zionuccton.com/jrway/
https://www.zionuccton.com/way/
https://www.zionuccton.com/srway/


5

Easter Bunny Breakfast
With over 200 people from the neighborhood, we had a blessed Holy Saturday!

What a wonderful way to introduce people to the church!

Congrats to the Newly Baptized Olive!
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Visiting Youth Group
A youth group from Acton, MA spent the week after Easter at Zion for their annual mission trip.
The youth minister, Ryan, went to seminary with Pastor Elizabeth. This group of 18 (14 teens, 4
adults) worked with Meals on Wheels, helped a few seniors in our church with their yard work,

helped our sister church, Epiphany UCC in Clarence with their basement clean out, and gardened
here at Zion. They also enjoyed a visit to Niagara Falls and the Anchor Bar on their free day! 

Below are some pictures from their visit.   
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ZION MEMORIAL PARK

Donation Levels

Labyrinth Level Donor
For a donation of $100, you can
be a Labyrinth Level Donor. This
means your name, or the name of
the person you are giving in
memory of, will be on our
donation plaque for the Labyrinth. 

Walking Path Level Donor
For a donation of $200, you can
be a Walking Path Level Donor.

This means your name, or the
name of the person you are giving

in memory of, will be on our
donation plaque for the Walking

Path.

Bench Level Donor
For a donation of $300, you can be
a Bench Level Donor. This means
your name, or the name of the
person you are giving in memory
of, will be on our donation plaque
for the Benches.

Tree Level Donor

For a donation of $500, you can
be a Tree Level Donor. This means

your name, or the name of the
person you are giving in memory

of, will be on our donation plaque
for the Memorial Park Trees.

Park Level Donor

For a donation of $1,000 or
more, you can be a Park Level
Donor. This means your name,
or the name of the person you
are giving in memory of, will be
on our donation plaque for the
Memorial Park. 
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We’re building a Memorial Park on the Side Lot! 
The Memorial Park will include a labyrinth in the center, and a walking 
path around it. Along the path there will be benches and trees. 
There will also be signs noting how many laps to walk a mile (8) 
with a trash can and “doggy bags” to clean up after pets. 

Inside the church there will be a memorial plaque. 
To memorialize a loved one, select the level and donate online
or with a designated envelope in the church office. 

We will build a beautiful walking park for the community and 
in doing so, we’ll have a way to memorialize our loved ones!  

Zion Memorial Park

Mothers Memorial Appeal Update - April 2025

Thank you from the DCC Board of Trustees to everyone who 
donated to the Mother’s Memorial Appeal. Through your 
generous donations, we have raised $65,000 leaving us just 
$15,000 short of our goal. We are blessed to have such good 
support from our Dunkirk family. 
There is still time to donate to help preserve this beautiful 
Arts and Crafts building. The ways to donate are included below. 
The Board has determined that we will need a new roof on Mother memorial. The 5 dormer windows will also need to be
replaced. This project will be one of the largest we have taken on in recent years. We are projecting a budget of $80,000 for this
major project. 
This structure was designed to serve as an all-purpose assembly hall. Construction began in 1923, with funds collected from the
Atlantic, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and New York State Sunday School leagues. From these groups the primary fund raisers
were mothers who lost their sons in World War I. Later, as a fitting tribute this building was renamed…Mothers Memorial. 
Please consider donating In Memory of or In Honor of your Mother/Grandmother or a Veteran as we help maintain this beautiful
Arts and Crafts building and a centerpiece of our camp. This could be a year-end gift or possibly a pledge over the next 3 years.

Ways to Donate:
• On our website www.dunkirkcc.com. From there you can donate using a credit or debit card PayPal or Venmo You can also use
the QR code below to access our website.
• Call our office @ 716-366-1900 to donate by phone with a credit or debit card
• Mail a check to : Dunkirk Conference Center 3602 E. Lake Rd Dunkirk, NY 14048

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to seeing you around camp in 2025!

We have a new date/location for the June Retreat!

Join Pastor Kalee on June 22, 2025
from 12:30-3:30pm

at Whirlpool State Park
(no cost)

For the June Retreat!

To register: call or email at 989-213-2870, kaleemielke@gmail.com

New Date for the June Retreat with Pastor Kalee

Dunkirk Mother’s Memorial

https://gmail.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8bde3a04000bf892143f4be7a&id=64ce772d95&e=dab0d5881f

